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On June 14, the House Foreign Affairs Committee voted for new restrictions on US aid to El
Salvador as part of the Foreign Aid Authorizations Bill. The restrictions include a $85 million
dollar limit on military aid to El Salvador, and a system of periodic review to determine whether
human rights improvements and progress toward a negotiated settlement are being made. Under
the proposed system, funds would be released in six-month allotments for fiscal years 1990 and
1991. Fund disbursement would be subject to congressional review focused on performance of
the government and the armed forces regarding human rights improvement and progress toward
a negotiated settlement. A floor vote on whether to continue the aid might then be called based
on results of the review. The bill would freeze $5 million in military aid until the Salvadoran
government had exhausted all legal avenues for prosecution of those responsible for the September
1988 massacre of 10 peasants near the town of San Francisco, San Vicente department, and for
the 1981 assassination of Mark David Pearlman, an employee of the American Institute for Free
Labor Development (AIFLD). Another provision stipulates that no economic or food aid be released
until President Bush reports that the Salvadoran government and armed forces are permitting
humanitarian aid and religious organizations free access to conflict areas. (Basic data from several
sources, including New York Times, 06/15/89)
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